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Bringing	In	The	Tide,	Wadden	Tide	2026			

An	outdoor	art	exhibition	in	the	northern	Wadden	Sea	

	

Andri	Snær	Magnason	•	Amitai	Romm	•	Djernes	&	Bell	•	Ava	Samii	•	AVPD	•	David	Garcia		

•	Faun	Vium	•	Therese	Bülow	•	Jessie	Kleemann	•	Juha	Pekka	Matias	Laakkonen		

•	Nana-Francisca	Schottländer	•	New	Mineral	Collective	•	RAMMATIK •	Sophie	Sahlqvist	

In	2026,	Wadden	Tide,	the	outdoor	art	exhibition	at	Blåvandshuk,	returns	in	an	expanded	

format.	This	year,	the	exhibition	will	last	not	just	one	month	but	an	entire	season;	from	May	4	

to	September	20.	Under	the	title	Bringing	In	The	Tide,	the	public	can	experience	art	throughout	

the	tidal	landscape.	Eighteen	renowned	artists	from	Denmark,	the	Nordic	region,	and	the	North	

Atlantic	explore	the	Wadden	Sea’s	dynamic	ecosystem,	challenge	our	habitual	ways	of	engaging	

with	nature,	and	offer	new	perspectives	on	how	we	as	humans	sense,	understand,	and	live	with	

nature.		

This	year,	Wadden	Tide	focuses	on	humanity’s	coexistence	with	nature	through	art	in	the	Wadden	

Sea’s	dynamic	ecosystem,	which	is	designated	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site.	It	is	the	second	time	

that	Varde	Municipality	hosts	Wadden	Tide,	which	is	being	held	for	the	fifth	time.	The	first	time	Varde	

Municipality	hosted	the	exhibition	was	in	2023,	when	more	than	200,000	visitors	stopped	by.	During	

the	exhibition	period,	revenue	in	Varde	Municipality	increased	by	8.9%.	This	has	encouraged	a	larger	
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initiative	in	2026.	This	year,	the	program	is	expanded	so	that	art	experiences	are	offered	throughout	

the	entire	tourist	season,	presented	in	collaboration	with	partners.	

Sarah	Andersen,	Mayor	of	Varde	Municipality,	states:		

“Major	cultural	experiences	such	as	Wadden	Tide	help	make	Varde	Municipality	an	even	more	attractive	

place	to	live	and	visit.	When	we	gather	around	art	and	culture	in	our	unique	natural	surroundings,	it	

creates	both	a	sense	of	community	and	memorable	experiences	for	locals	and	visitors	alike.	At	the	same	

time,	Wadden	Tide	attracts	people	to	our	region,	generating	life	and	activity	in	our	local	communities	

and	the	local	business	sector.”	

Claus	Brink,	head	of	Culture	&	Health	in	Varde	Municipality,	says:	

“Through	Wadden	Tide,	we	show	how	art,	nature,	and	tourism	can	strengthen	one	another.	The	

exhibition	brings	new	art	into	the	unique	tidal	landscape	and	offers	both	residents	and	visitors	new	

perspectives	on	nature	and	our	relationship	with	it.	With	the	expansion	of	the	exhibition	in	2026,	both	

residents	and	visitors	will	be	able	to	experience	artistic	events	throughout	the	entire	season	and	gain	a	

closer	encounter	with	the	unique	ecosystem	of	the	northern	Wadden	Sea.”	

	

Bringing	In	The	Tide,	Wadden	Tide	2026		

The	title	of	the	exhibition	is	inspired	by	the	Wadden	Sea	tradition,	‘We	bring	in	the	tide’,	which	is	held	

each	year	in	Ballum	and	celebrates	the	marshland	and	the	tides.	An	experience	program	kicks	off	the	

Wadden	Tide	season	on	May	4	and	offers	activities	that	audiences	can	take	part	in	throughout	the	

summer.	On	August	22,	the	exhibition	culminates	with	installations,	sculptures,	and	performances	on	

Blåvand	Beach.	

The	exhibition	brings	together	visual	artists,	architects,	landscape	architects,	writers,	and	dancers	

from	the	Nordic	region	and	the	North	Atlantic	in	a	shared	space	of	inquiry.	Drawing	on	the	Wadden	

Sea’s	dynamic	ecosystem,	the	participants	develop	performances,	narratives,	sculptures,	and	

installations	that	work	directly	in	and	with	a	landscape	shaped	by	tides,	wind,	and	human	

stewardship.	

Through	site-specific	works,	the	exhibition	opens	up	new	relationships	with	the	Wadden	Sea	

ecosystem	–	sand,	sea,	tides,	marshland,	and	birdlife	–	and	invites	a	more	embodied	and	situated	

understanding	of	how	we	perceive,	experience,	and	live	with	a	fragile	and	regulated	ecosystem.	With	

six	out	of	twelve	works	in	total,	performative	practices	have	been	given	greater	prominence	in	the	



program,	reflecting	a	desire	to	work	directly	with	the	changing	landscape,	the	cycles	of	nature,	and	

time.	

The	duo	of	curators	at	Empathic	Environments,	Stenka	Hellfach	and	Tyra	Dokkedahl,	explain:		

“Art	can	bring	audiences	closer	to	the	rhythms	and	interconnections	of	nature	in	a	landscape	that	is	

already	mapped,	regulated,	and	protected.	Here,	art	can	offer	another	form	of	knowledge	–	experiential,	

embodied,	and	relational	–	and	contribute	to	a	more	nuanced	understanding	of	how	we	live	with	and	

within	a	changing	landscape	and	an	unpredictable	climate.	As	such,	the	intention	of	the	exhibition	is	not	

to	illustrate	nature,	but	to	create	new	relationships	with	it.”	

May	4	to	September	20:	Close	encounters	await	

Bringing	In	The	Tide	sets	off	with	performances,	walks,	and	workshops	that	offer	audiences	close	

encounters	on	the	tidal	flats,	along	the	coast,	and	in	the	marsh,	opening	up	new	understandings	of	our	

coexistence	with	nature.	

The	experience	program	is	a	new	format	offering	more	than	20	guided	experiences	as	well	as	activities	

that	audiences	can	undertake	on	their	own.	The	program	has	been	developed	by	the	curators	together	

with	performance	artist	Nana-Francisca	Schottländer	and	performance	artist	and	architect	David	

Garcia.	The	intention	is	to	offer	artistic	experiences	in	nature	that	open	up	other	forms	of	sensing	and	

experiencing	the	natural	world.	

On	May	4	and	5,	Nana-Francisca	Schottländer	invites	guests	to	a	workshop	to	develop	Tidal	

Protocols	for	Ho	Bay	and	the	Varde	River.	The	“protocols”	are	sets	of	instructions	for	experiences	in	

and	interactions	with	specific	places	that	can	be	carried	out	individually	or	in	groups.	The	instructions	

make	it	possible	to	experience	sensory,	intimate	encounters	with	the	tides	and	the	ecosystem.	

On	May	7,	David	Garcia	follows	with	his	contribution	Walking	with	Waves	–	a	performance	that	

encourages	audiences	to	walk	to	the	sounds	of	the	tidal	landscape.	As	part	of	the	performance,	David	

Garcia	uses	a	specially	developed	walking	stick	that,	via	smartphone,	records	and	live-transmits	

sounds	from	the	tidal	flats,	shoreline,	marsh,	and	plantation	during	walks.	

This	is	just	the	beginning	of	an	experience	program	that	continues	until	September	20	with	events	

such	as	Nana-Francisca	Schottländer’s	performance	Tidal	Meditations	on	June	20,	where	participants	

can	become	acquainted	with	the	slow	rise	of	the	water	–	either	on	the	tidal	flats	off	Hvidbjerg	Beach	or	

from	the	dunes	along	the	shore.	

August	22	to	September	20:	Physical	artworks	and	performances	on	Blåvand	Beach	



From	August	22	and	the	four	weeks	that	follow,	Bringing	In	The	Tide,	Wadden	Tide	2026	presents	eight	

site-specific	works	on	Blåvand	Beach	created	by	visual	artists,	dancers,	and	architects	from	Denmark	

and	the	Nordic	region.	The	artists	are	Amitai	Romm	and	Djernes	&	Bell,	Ava	Samii,	AVPD,	Faun	Vium	&	

Therese	Bülow,	Jessie	Kleemann,	New	Mineral	Collective,	RAMMATIK,	and	Sophie	Sahlqvist.	

Additionally,	Juha	Pekka	Matias	Laakkonen	begins	a	four-week	performance	taking	place	across	four	

to	five	sites	in	the	northern	Wadden	Sea,	with	the	first	site	being	Blåvand	Beach.	Likewise,	the	

internationally	acclaimed	author	Andri	Snær	Magnason	initiates	a	conceptual	artwork	that	engages	

with	the	Wadden	Sea	as	an	ecosystem	within	a	100-year	time	perspective.	

What	the	eight	works	share	is	how	they,	through	performances,	installations,	or	sculptures	in	the	tidal	

landscape,	offer	audiences	artistic	experiences	within	this	unique	ecosystem.	

Read	more	about	Wadden	Tide	and	this	year’s	artists	WaddenTide.dk.	

Best	regards,		

Bülow	Kommunikation		

For	additional	information,	please	contact:		

Natasha	Holst	Bülow	//	natasha@bulowkommunikation.dk	//+	45	27	63	69	88		

	

About	Wadden	Tide		

Bringing	In	The	Tide,	Wadden	Tide	2026	builds	on	First	There	Is	A	Mountain,	Wadden	Tide	2023,	which	

explored	sand	as	a	formative	force	of	Blåvandshuk	through	nine	site-specific	artworks.	Both	

exhibitions	are	curated	by	the	curatorial	duo	Empathic	Environments,	consisting	of	Stenka	Hellfach	

and	Tyra	Dokkedahl.	

Wadden	Tide	previously	took	place	in	2014,	2016,	and	2019	as	part	of	the	Wadden	Sea	Cultural	Region.	

In	2021,	Varde	Municipality	took	over	Wadden	Tide	as	part	of	the	municipality’s	strategic	focus	on	

cultural	tourism.	The	aim	is	for	Wadden	Tide	to	become	known	locally,	nationally,	and	internationally	

as	a	free	outdoor	exhibition	featuring	innovative	art	that	addresses	some	of	the	most	important	

questions	of	our	time	in	a	local	context.	

Wadden	Tide	is	supported	by	Varde	Municipality,	the	Varde	Municipal	Council	Art	Committee,	the	

Region	of	Southern	Denmark,	Den	Jyske	Kunstfond,	the	Agency	for	Culture	and	Palaces,	the	Wadden	

mailto:natasha@bulowkommunikation.dk


Sea	National	Park,	the	Danish	Arts	Foundation,	the	Aage	and	Johanne	Louis-Hansen	Foundation,	the	

New	Carlsberg	Foundation,	the	Obel	Family	Foundation,	and	the	Augustinus	Foundation.	


